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Correlations between internalized stigma of persons with amphetamine dependence in

rehabilitation wards

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to assess the level of internalized stigma among persons with
amphetamine dependence in the rehabilitation phase and to examine the correlation between
personal factors, history of substance use, prior drug-related offenses, employment status, and
the internalized stigma. Employing a cross-sectional design encompassing descriptive and
analytical methodologies. This study utilized personal questionnaires and the Internalized
Stigma of Substance Abuse Scale as data collection instruments. Data were gathered from 90
eligible persons within rehabilitation wards of Thanyarak Khonkaen Hospital between May 22nd
and September 30th, 2023. Analysis involved descriptive statistics and the comparison was
made between personal factors and history of substance abuse, which were treated as
discontinuous variables, using either the Chi-Square test or Fisher's Exact test. Age and the
duration of rehabilitation as continuous variables were analyzed using Pearson’s correlation
coefficient. Key findings revealed that 50% of persons with amphetamine dependence exhibited
mild levels of internalized stigma, while 23.33% displayed moderate levels. Factors such as
gender, age, educational level, marital status, income, duration of rehabilitation, duration and
frequency of amphetamine use, concurrent substance use, intravenous amphetamine use, prior
drug-related offenses, and employment status did not exhibit statistically significant correlations
with internalized stigma at the .05 level. A significant correlation was observed between the

quantity of amphetamine use and the level of internalized stigma at the 0.05 level

Keywords: internalized stigma, amphetamine dependence, rehabilitation, substance, the

correlation between associated factors and internalized stigma
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(10.00)
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(97.78)  (19.60)
1o 2 0(0.40) 2 (1.00) 0 (0.50) 0 (0.10)
(2.22)
nsvien  Wlg 88 20 43 (44.0) 21 (20.5) 4 (3.9) 2.05 0.56
(97.78)  (19.60)
It 2 0 (0.40) 2 (1.00) 0 (0.50) 0 (0.10)

(2.22)
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